Introduction Draft for Environmental Project: 





Hazardous Waste at the TXI Midlothian, Texas Cement Plant





	


	By 1989, North Texas and TXI (cement and power companies) were burning tens of thousands of 





tons of hazardous wastes at their Midlothian plants. To be able to burn more, both companies decided they 





needed huge on-site tank farms to receive and mix in-coming wastes. When they applied for their first 





federal permits to build these storage tanks, the law required them to label their activity for what it was - 





storage of hazardous first indication of what had already been going on for three years. It is this request for 





a federal permit from 1989 that is currently being contested before state administrative judges.





The Huge Volumes of Pollution: According to state documents, all four Midlothian heavy industries are 





among the top air polluters in north Texas, with TXI ranking as the largest single source of air pollution in 





D/FW. Holnam ranked second and North Texas Cement 3rd. Chaparral Steel was 6th. Combined, they 





released over 48 million pounds of pollution into the Best Southwest Skies in 1995. 





The Huge Volumes of Ozone-Producing Pollution: TXI's nitrogen oxide pollution alone is equivalent to 





the emissions of over 275,000 cars. 





Hazardous Waste is Usually Not a Selling Point for Homeowners: TXI's Midlothian cement plant is the 





largest incinerator of hazardous waste in the state. It is also one of the largest in the nation. It is in on-going 





hearings over a new permit that would give it the waste - and publish notice in the local paper. For most 





Midlothian residents, this was the practical ability to burn twice as much hazardous waste. Waste is 





transported from across the country and burned for profit by TXI's cement kilns while they manufacture 





cement. According to state environmental agency inspectors, there is not another facility in the area that is 





the subject of as many complaints as TXI. 





Location, Location, Location: Midlothian's industrial complex is directly south of Joe Pool Lake, starting 





at only 2 1/2 miles.  This is a major recreational site for the area.   Depending on wind direction, emissions 





can find their way into the cities of Arlington, Cedar Hill, DeSoto, Duncanville, Mansfield and the rest 





of growing southern Tarrant and Dallas County. 

















